A  FUNERAL  SERMON 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF 

(paries  6f.  Epx,  {jfsij. 

PREACHED  IN  THE 


Clnruli  d  fk  ffipiptag,  pnlnklplm, 


M  AY  26th,  1872, 


BY 

REV.  RICHARD  NEWTON,  D.D. 


PUBLISHED  BY  REQUEST  OF  THE  VESTRY. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  df  Commonwealth  Libraries 


yrm.  P.  Kildare,  Primer. 


https://archive.org/details/blessedservantfuOOnewt 


“Blessed  is  that  servant,  whom  his  Lord,  when  He  cometh,  shall  find 
so  doing.” — Matthew  24,  46. 


IIESE  words  occur  in  the  remarkable  pro¬ 
phecy  delivered  by  our  Saviour  to  His  disciples 
on  the  Mount  of  Olives.  As  He  had  passed  through 
the  temple  for  the  last  time,  just  before  His  death, 
the  disciples  called  His  attention  to  the  grandeur  of 
its  structure,  and  the  beauty  of  its  adornments. 
With  the -feeling  of  national  complacency,  so  natural 
to  them  as  Jews,  they  said  to  Him,  “Master,  see  what 
manner  of  stones,  and  what  buildings  are  here.  ” 
To  their  unutterable  surprise  and  amazement,  Jesus 
announced  to  the  disciples  the  speedy  coming  of  a 
time  when  their  city  and  temple  should  both  be  laid 
in  ruins.  Overwhelmed  with  sorrow  at  this  revela¬ 
tion,  they  naturally  ask  when  this  sad  catastrophe 
was  to  overtake  them.  Jesus  led  them  out  to  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  and  seated  there  in  full  view  of  the 
city,  with  its  gorgeous  temple  directly  before  them, 
He  rolled  back  the  dark  clouds  which  hid  the  future 
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from  their  view ;  pointed  clearly  out  to  them  the 
destruction  of  their  city  and  temple ;  the  spread  of 
the  gospel  through  the  world ;  and  His  own  return 
in  person,  at  the  close  of  the  present  dispensation,  to 
overwhelm  Ilis  enemies,  to  remove  all  hindrances  out 
of  the  way,  and  to  establish  that  glorious  kingdom 
promised  to  them  from  the  beginning.  The  Lord’s 
coming,  spoken  of  in  our  text,  unquestionably  has 
reference  to  that  event.  In  the  connection  in  which 
it  has  been  stated,  this  is  its  true  meaning. 

But  we  may,  in  the  way  of  accommodation,  apply 
this  language  to  the  visitation  of  death.  For  though 
the  Lord  comes  not  in  person,  then,  as  He  will  do, 
when  the  prophecy  of  this  chapter  receives  its  full 
and  final  accomplishment ;  yet  He  comes  by  His 
messenger,  and  calls  Ilis  people  to  Himself.  And  so, 
there  is  emphatic  truth  in  the  language  of  the 
hymn,  which  says : 


“Death’s  but  the  servant  Jesus  sends, 
To  call  us  to  his  arms.  ” 


And  in  this  sense  we  may  well  apply  the  language 
of  the  text  to  our  present  circumstances.  The  Lord 
has  come  to  us  in  the  visitation  of  His  solemn  and 
startling  Providence.  He  has  taken  away  from  the 
midst  of  ns  one  of  the  most  useful,  beloved,  and  hon¬ 
ored  members  of  this  church,  and  of  this  community. 
And  we  are  gathered  in  the  sanctuary  to-night,  to 
meditate  on  the  life  and  labors  of  our  dear  departed 
friend  and  brother,  and  to  seek  to  improve  this  sad 
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bereavement  to  the  profit  of  our  own  souls,  and  to  the 
glory  of  God. 

I  have  selected  the  words  of  our  text  as  presenting 
a  theme  of  meditation  suitable  to  this  occasion. 
“  Blessed  is  that  servant  whom  his  Lord,  when  He 
cometh,  shall  find  so  doing.”  The  subject  thus  pre¬ 
sented  for  our  consideration  is  The  Blessed  Servant  ; 
or  our  Saviour’s  three-fold  view  of  the  character  of  a 
true  Christian. 

We  have  this  character  set  before  us  here  ;  first, 
in  its  definition ;  secondly,  in  its  development;  and 
thirdly,  in  its  reward. 

Jesus  gives  us  a  correct  definition  of  the  character 
of  a  true  Christian  when  He  speaks  of  him  as  a  “ ser¬ 
vant.  ” 

This  is  Christ’s  idea  of  the  character  which  those 
are  to  maintain  who  become  Ilis  followers.  And 
here  we  see  what  an  eminently  practical  thing  reli¬ 
gion  is  in  our  Saviour’s  estimation  of  it.  Now  what 
is  a  servant!  Simply,  a  worker.  And  what  do  we 
need  servants  for!  Only  to  do  something  for  us. 
We  never  think  of  engaging  servants  to  sit  down  at 
their  ease,  or  to  fold  their  arms  in  indolence,  or  spend 
their  time  in  sleep.  We  do  not  want  servants 
merely  to  receive  wages,  and  enjoy  privileges,  but  to 
perform  service.  In  our  domestic  establishments  we 
have  a  distinct  department,  with  its  own  particular 
duties  for  each  servant  that  we  engage.  But  if  there 
is  any  department  in  which  there  is  nothing  to  do, 
we  need  no  servant  there.  And  just  so  it  is  in  God’s 
spiritual  household — the  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
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Christ.  Intense  activity  marks  this  household  every¬ 
where.  The  great  Divine  heads  of  the  household  are 
intensely  active.  Jesus  said,  “My  Father  worketh 
hitherto,  and  I  work.  ”  The  elder  members  of  this 
family  are  active  too.  The  angels  are  working  ser¬ 
vants  in  God’s  household.  “  They  are  all  ministering1 
spirits,  ”  or  spiritual  servants — “  sent  forth  to  minis¬ 
ter,”  or  do  service  for  “  them  that  are  heirs  of  salva¬ 
tion.  ”  And  every  scriptural  view  that  we  can  take 
of  the  earthly  branch  of  this  family,  shows  us  that  a 
spirit  of  intense  activity,  of  earnest  working  is 
intended  of  God  to  characterize  it.  The  calls  ad¬ 
dressed  to  those  who  join  this  family;  the  imagery 
employed  to  represent  their  position  in  it ;  and  the 
exhortations  urged  on  them  as  to  their  duty — all  show 
that  God  designs  them  to  be  active,  working  servants 
in  his  household. 

Look  at  the  calls  addressed  to  them,  “  Go,  work 
to-day  in  my  Vineyard,”  is  one ;  and  what  does  this 
imply,  but  earnest  action,  and  patient  labor'?  Here 
is  another,  “  If  any  man  will  be  My  disciple,  let  him 
deny  himself ;  and  take  up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow 
Me.  ”  And  what  does  this  imply  but  patient,  labor¬ 
ious,  unceasing  service  1 

And  then  look  at  the  imagery  employed  in  scrip¬ 
ture  to  represent  the  character  of  Christians.  In  one 
place  they  are  spoken  of  as  wrestlers ,  and  in  another 
as  racers.  Then  they  are  compared  to  builders,  to 
husbandmen,  to  soldiers  armed  for  the  conflict,  to 
merchantmen  seeking  for  pearls,  and  to  miners  dig¬ 
ging  and  delving  for  the  precious  metals.  And  it  is 
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intense  activity  which  all  this  varied  imagery  repre¬ 
sents.  And  then  look  at  the  exhortations  addressed 
to  the  followers  of  Christ.  They  are  required  to  be 
“  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.”  They  are  to 
be  “  ready  for  every  good  work :  ”  they  are  to  be 
“  rich  in  good  works,”  and  to  be  “  always  abounding 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord  here  the  idea  everywhere 
presented  is  that  of  earnest,  working  servants  of  God. 

But  then  it  may  be  asked,  do  not  all  things  serve 
God  ?  And  if  this  is  so,  what  can  there  be  that  is 
distinctive  of  the  position  of  Christians,  when  they 
are  spoken  of  as  the  servants  of  God  ?  It  is  true 
indeed,  as  the  Psalmist  says,  that  “God’s  kingdom 
ruleth  over  all sinners  as  well  as  saints,  the  angels 
that  have  fallen  as  well  as  those  who  have  kept 
their  first  estate,  and  every  object  in  the  animate  or 
inanimate  creation  is  made  to  do  God’s  will.  But 
then  in  the  one  case  the  service  rendered  is  an 
unwilling  service.  It  is  a  matter  of  constraint; 
God’s  resistless  power  is  over  them,  and  in  spite  of 
themselves  they  are  compelled  to  do  whatsoever 
“  His  hand  and  His  counsel  has  determined  before  to 
be  done.”  But  the  Christian  is  God’s  servant,  not 
of  constraint,  but  willingly.  The  only  cords  that 
bind  him  to  this  service  are  the  silken  cords  of  love. 
All  the  service  that  he  renders  is  a  free  will  offering. 
He  does  the  will  of  God  from  the  heart,  and  finds 
the  service  that  he  renders  a  “  perfect  freedom.” 
And  he  has  a  consciousness  of  being  ennobled  by 
the  connection  into  which  this  service  brings  him. 
He  knows  that  there  is  no  higher  honor  in  the 
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universe  than  that  which  this  service  confers.  This 
Avas  St.  Paul’s  estimate  of  it.  When  he  Avished  to  in¬ 
troduce  himself  in  his  epistles,  in  that  aspect  of  his 
character  Avhicli  he  felt  to  he  the  most  exalted  and 
impressive,  this  is  his  Avay  of  putting  it :  “  Paul 
a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ.”  And  no  one  can  begin 
to  form  a  proper  idea  of  the  character  of  a  Christian, 
or  to  understand  our  Saviour’s  definition  of  it,  avIio 
does  not  realize  that  a  true  Christian  is  one  avIio  Avas 
created  for  God’s  service  ;  avIio  Avas  redeemed  by 
blood  inconceivably  precious  to  engage  in  God’s 
service;  and  avIio  is  bound  by  motives  and  obliga¬ 
tions  of  unspeakable  poAver  to  give  himself  up  to  it. 

And  Avhere  can  avc  find  a  more  beautiful,  practical 
illustration  of  our  Saviour’s  definition  of  Christian 
character  as  here  given,  than  was  presented  in  the 
whole  life  of  our  loved  and  lamented  friend  1  When 
Ave  think  of  him,  as  he  has  gone  in  and  out  among 
us  for  these  many  years  past,  so  abundant  and 
untiring  in  his  labors,  is  there  any  aspect  in  Avliich 
he  comes  back  to  our  memory,  more  naturally 
and  more  delightfully  than  as  the  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ'?  I  never  shall  forget  the  impression 
left  on  my  oavh  mind,  as  to  this  very  point,  by 
the  first  address  I  eA7er  heard  him  make  in  church. 
It  Avas  some  twenty  years  ago,  Avhen  I  Avas  at  St. 
Paul’s  Church.  We  Avere  having  the  anniversary  of 
a  Parish  Missionary  Association.  That  princely, 
peerless  man,  Bishop  Alonzo  Potter,  presided  at  the 
meeting,  and  Mr.  Lex  made  one  of  the  addresses. 
I  never  heard  a  better  address  on  such  an  occasion. 
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either  by  layman  or  minister.  It  struck  me  so 
forcibly,  that  I  retain  to  this  day  a  distinct  recollec¬ 
tion  of  the  train  of  thought  which  ran  through  it. 
Its  freshness  and  originality  delighted  me.  Mr. 
Lex  urged  the  necessity  of  activity  in  good  works 
on  the  part  of  the  servants  of  Christ,  from  two  con¬ 
siderations  ;  one  teas,  that  unless  ice  are  thus  active 
in  Christ’s  service ,  we  cannot  be  in  harmony  with  the 
early  church ,  as  we  find  it  represented  in  the  New 
Testament.  Then,  in  illustration  of  this  point,  he 
turned  to  the  last  chapter  of  the  epistle  to  the 
Romans,  and  quoted  some  of  St.  Paul’s  messages  to 
different  members  of  that  church,  to  show  that  they 
were  all  working  servants  of  Jesus.  I  remember 
these  as  some  of  the  passages  which  he  quoted : 
“  I  commend  unto  you  Phebe,  our  sister,  which  is  a 
servant  of  the  church,  and  hath  been  a  succorer  of 
many ,  and  of  myself  also.”  Greet  Priscilla  and 
Aquila,  my  helpers  in  Christ  Jesus.”  “  Greet  Mary 
who  bestowed  much  labor  on  us.”  “  Salute  Tryphena 
and  Tryphosa  %oho  labored  in  the  Lord.”  “  Salute  the 
beloved  Persis  who  labored  much  in  the  Lord.” 
“  And  thus,  you  see,”  said  our  dear  friend,  “  what 
active  and  laborious  workers  the  members  of  the 
church  at  Rome  were.” 

The  other  point  urged  in  his  address  was,  that 
unless  we  were  active  workers  for  Christ  the  Buried 
Service  of  the  church  woidd  not  suit  us  when  we  came 
to  die.  Then  he  quoted  those  solemn  and  beautiful 
words,  which  we  utter  over  the  open  graves  of  our 
departed  friends,  “  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in 
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the  Lord  ;  even  so  saith  the  Spirit,  for  they  rest  from 
their  labors,  and  their  icorks  do  follow  them.’’’1  He 
showed  how  utterly  inappropriate  these  words  would 
be  when  used  over  the  graves  of  those  who  had  not 
been  laboring  earnestly  for  Christ,  and  who  had 
no  works  that  could  follow  them  into  the  presence 
of  God.  Ah  !  when  these  solemn  words  were 
spoken  over  his  mortal  remains  the  other  day, 
how  touchingly  appropriate  they  were  !  He  has 
indeed  rested  from  his  labors,  and  his  works  will 
follow  him. 

And  thus  in  the  life  of  our  dear  friend  we  have  a 
beautiful  illustration  of  our  Saviour’s  definition  of  the 
Christian’s  character,  when  he  speaks  of  him  as  a 
servant.  “  Blessed  is  that  servant .” 

But,  in  the  second  place ,  we  have  in  the  text,  our 
Saviour  s  description  of  the  development  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  character  as  well  as  its  definition. 

“Whom  his  Lord,  when  he  cometh,  shall  find  so 
doing”  This  second  division  of  our  subject  is  all 
wrapped  up  in  the  last  two  words  of  the  text, — “  so 
doing.  ”  And  what  is  meant  by  these  words  1  To 
answer  this  question,  we  must  look  back  to  the  verse 
just  before  the  text.  There  we  find  Jesus  represent¬ 
ing  a  true  Christian,  as  “a  faithful  and  wise  servant,” 
who  has  his  position  assigned  him — his  duties 
marked  out  for  him,  and  who  "ives  himself  up  to  the 
diligent  and  faithful  discharge  of  those  duties.  And 
the  true  development  of  Christian  character,  as  thus 
set  forth,  is  seen  to  lie  in  the  clear  apprehension  of  the 
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principle  of  stewardship,  and  the  faithful  carrying  out 
of  this  principle  through  the  whole  life. 

No  one  can  deny  that  this  principle  is  taught 
throughout  the  scriptures,  as  the  only  foundation  on 
which  we  can  render  acceptable  service  to  God. 
How  plainly  the  principle  is  embodied  in  such  pas¬ 
sages  as  these,  “Ye  are  not  your  own,  but  bought 
with  a  price;  therefore  glorify  God  with  your  bodies 
and  your  spirits,  which  are  His.”  “I  beseech  you 
therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye 
present  your  bodies,  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  and 
acceptable  to  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service.” 
And  the  full  and  proper  development  of  Christian 
character  can  only  spring  from  this  principle  of  stew¬ 
ardship, — this  idea  of  consecration  applied  honestly 
to  all  our  professions  and  faculties,  and  carried  out 
faithfully  through  the  whole  life.  And  thus  applied, 
this  principle  will  lead  us  on  in  a  course  of  unfaltering 
obedience  to  every  command  of  God.  The  question 
with  reference  to  any  particular  requirement  will  be 
not  whether  it  is  an  easy  thing,  or  a  pleasant  thing 
to  do,  but  simply  is  it  a  commanded  thing  1 

“Sir,”  said  the  Dukeof  Wellington  on  one  occasion, 
to  an  officer  of  engineers  who  urged  the  impossibil¬ 
ity  of  executing  the  directions  he  had  received,  “  I 
did  not  ask  your  opinion  ;  I  gave  you  my  orders,  and 
I  expect  them  to  be  obeyed.  ”  Such  should  be  the 
obedience  of  every  follower  of  Jesus.  And  such  it 
will  be  with  us  when  we  attain  really  to  that  devel¬ 
opment  of  character  of  which  Jesus  here  speaks. 

An  old  writer  thus  forcibly  expresses  his  ideas  on 
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this  point,  “  A  soul  sincerely  obedient  will  not  pick 
and  choose  what  commands  to  obey,  and  what  to 
reject  as  hypocrites  do.  An  obedient  soul  is  like  a 
crystal  glass  with  a  light  in  the  midst  of  it,  which 
shines  through  every  part  thereof.  A  man  sincerely 
obedient  lays  such  a  charge  upon  his  whole  being,  as 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  laid  on  all  the  servants  at 
the  feast,  (John,  2,  £*),  ‘Whatsoever  He  saith  unto 
you,  do  it.’  Eyes,  ears,  hands,  heart,  lips,  limbs,  body, 
soul,  do  you  all  seriously  observe  whatever  Jesus  says 
to  you,  and  do  it!”  It  is  only  as  this  principle  is 
found  pervading  the  members  of  the  church  of  Christ, 
that  they  can  exert  the  influence  He  designed  them 
to  exert,  and  do  the  work  He  has  appointed  them  to 
do.  “  It  is  only  by  each  soldier  feeling  his  obligation, 
and  doing  the  work  assigned  him,  that  the  army 
conquers ;  it  is  only  by  each  bee  doing  its  work  that 
the  hive  is  stored  with  honey  ;  it  is  only  by  each 
little  insect  putting  forth  all  its  might  that  the  coral 
reef  becomes  an  island,  and  cities  rise  upon  the  bosom 
of  the  water.”  And  so  the  church  can  only  he  what 
her  members  make  her. 

Paul  was  acting  on  this  principle  of  thorough  con¬ 
secration,  when  he  “  counted  all  things  but  loss  for 
the  excellence  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  his 
Lord.”  It  was  just  the  carrying  out  of  this  principle 
which  led  him  to  say,  “for  me  to  live  is  Christ!” 
Christ’s  will  was  the  rule  that  governed  him,  and 
Christ’s  word  the  authority  to  which  everything  was 
referred  by  him.  The  differences  that  we  find  ex¬ 
isting  among  Christian  people,  in  reference  to  their 
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attainments  in  spiritual  things,  all  spring  out  of  the 
degree  to  which  this  principle  of  stewardship  or 
consecration  is  carried.  Some  professing  Christians 
hardly  take  in  the  idea  at  all.  Some  see  it  and  feel 
it  very  imperfectly,  while  others  grasp  it  fairly  and 
apply  it  faithfully.  A  fully  developed  Christian  is 
simply  a  servant  or  steward  of  Christ,  clearly  under¬ 
standing  his  position,  and  faithfully  meeting  its 
requirements.  Apply  this  principle  of  stewardship 
to  the  whole  circle  of  a  man’s  relations,  and  you  de¬ 
velop  in  him,  at  every  point,  the  highest  attainable 
excellence.  It  will  lead  to  just  that  true  development 
of  Christian  character  of  which  Jesus  speaks  in  our 
text.  'fhe  man  who  possesses  this  character  will 
stand  at  his  post  discharging  its  duties,  bearing  its 
trials,  and  improving  its  privileges  from  day  to  day, 
as  in  his  Master’s  presence ;  and  when  the  Lord  comes 
He  will  find  him  so  doing. 

And  here  again,  we  may  turn  to  our  dear  friend’s 
life  of  eminent  usefulness,  and  find  in  his  abounding 
labors  a  striking  illustration  of  that  development  of 
Christian  character  set  before  us  by  our  Saviour  in 
the  text. 

Mr.  Lex  was  horn  December  3d,  1812.  He  grad¬ 
uated  with  distinction,  taking  the  second  honor  in 
his  class  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1832. 
He  entered  the  office  of  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll  to  study 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1834.  He  was 
confirmed,  and  admitted  to  the  communion  at  Grace 
Church,  in  the  spring  of  1847.  He  threw  himself 
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at  once  with  all  his  energy  into  the  cause  of  Christ, 
as  an  active  working  servant,  and  began  those  vari¬ 
ous  labors  of  love  which  ended  only  with  his  life. 
His  morning  Bible  Class  for  young  men  was  opened 
at  Grace  Church,  in  the  fall  of  1847.  The  average 
attendance  at  this  class  was  about  sixty,  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  labors  there,  till  his  removal  to  the  western 
part  of  Chestnut  Street,  a  few  years  ago,  when  he 
took  charge  of  the  class  at  the  Epiphany.  Not  sat¬ 
isfied  with  teaching  once  a  day,  he  had  afternoon 
classes  in  different  churches,  from  time  to  time,  which 
were  eminently  useful;  the  first  of  these  was  at  the 
Church  of  the  Nativity,  during  the  Rectorship  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wiley.  Then  for  many  years,  he  had  one 
at  St.  Philip’s  Church.  The  attendance  on  this  was 
very  large,  and  the  exercises  were  kept  up  witli  great 
interest.  On  removing  to  the  western  part  of  the  city, 
he  taught  an  afternoon  class  at  Trinity  Chapel ;  and 
then,  for  several  winters,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  This  was  discontinued 
during  the  past  winter  because  he  found  that  he  was 
laboring  beyond  his  strength.  Not  content  with 
these  Sunday  labors,  he  has  had  classes  at  different 
times,  that  were  held  on  some  night  during  the  week. 
For  four  or  five  years  he  taught  a  very  large  class  of 
men  and  women  at  the  Church  of  the  Redemption, 
near  Fairmount.  This  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
and  was  the  means  of  great  usefulness  in  that  densely 
peopled  portion  of  the  city. 

Then  he  had  a  stated  engagement  at  Girard  Col¬ 
lege,  and  always  conducted  the  religious  exercises  of 
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that  Institution  on  one  Sunday  morning  in  each 
month  ;  he  was  a  frequent  visitor  too,  at  the  House 
of  Refuge  in  the  same  capacity. 

During  the  late  war  he  took  the  liveliest  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  suffering  soldiers  in  the  Army 
Hospitals,  and  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to 
promote  their  comfort  and  to  minister  in  every  way 
to  their  temporal  and  spiritual  improvement. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  he  was  constantly  called 
on  to  make  addresses  at  public  meetings  of  different 
kinds,  such  as  Sunday  School  Anniversaries,  Mis¬ 
sionary  Meetings,  Bible  Class  Celebrations,  and  the 
like.  To  these  various  calls  he  always  responded 
most  cheerfully.  And  these  addresses,  whether  made 
to  children  or  to  adult  persons,  to  the  rich  or  the 
poor,  to  the  cultivated  or  the  uncultivated,  were 
always  successful ;  his  ready,  fluent  style  of  speaking, 
his  easy,  cordial  manners,  his  pleasant,  cheerful 
smile,  his  rich  fund  of  varied  information,  and  his 
exhaustless  store  of  appropriate  anecdote  and  illus¬ 
tration,  applied  in  his  own  peculiar  and  striking 
way,  never  failed  to  make  his  addresses  at  once 
pleasing  and  profitable.  God  had  given  him  un¬ 
usual  ability  for  usefulness  in  these  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  work.  This  ability  he  held  as  a 
steward  holds  the  trust  that  is  committed  to  him, 
and  wise  and  faithful,  willing  and  cheerful,  was  the 
use  he  ever  made  of  it.  How  truly,  when  his  Lord 
came,  “  he  found  him  so  doing”  is  seen  in  the  nature 
of  his  engagements  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

O  O 
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On  the  Thursday  evening  preceding  that  event, 
lie  attended  by  invitation,  the  closing  exercises  for 
the  season,  of  the  Mothers’  Meeting  of  this  church, 
and  made  one  of  his  characteristic  addresses,  playful 
and  pleasing,  yet  withal  serious  and  suggestive.  On 
the  morning  of  his  last  Sabbath  on  earth,  he  met 
his  Bible  Class  as  usual.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  he  kindly  took  my  place  in  the  Sunday 
School,  as  he  was  always  ready  to  do,  and  talked  to 
the  united  schools  for  half  an  hour,  in  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  manner  about  some  of  the  practices  and 
peculiarities  of  the  Jews  at  the  present  day.  Tak¬ 
ing  ont  his  watch  at  the  close  of  his  address,  he  said, 
“  my  time  is  up,  I  cannot  keep  you  any  longer  now, 
although  l  have  not  finished  what  I  had  to  say  on 
this  subject.  But  I  will  come  again  soon  and  tell 
you  some  more  about  it.” 

On  the  afternoon  of  his  last  day  on  earth,  he  was 
in  his  place  as  a  delegate  to  our  Diocesan  Conven¬ 
tion,  then  in  session.  Finding  that  his  brother 
delegate  from  the  Epiphany  could  not  be  there  the 
next  morning,  he  promised  to  be  in  the  Convention 
on  that  morning,  from  9  to  11  o’clock,  when  he  had 
an  engagement  to  go  out  to  Cheltenham,  and  take 
part  in  the  annual  celebration  of  the  Men’s  Bible 
Class  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  taught  by  our  mutual 
friend,  Mr.  Jay  Cooke.  He  retired  to  rest  in  his 
usual  health  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  May  15. 
At  midnight  the  summons  came  to  him  ;  he  respond¬ 
ed  to  it  cheerfully,  and  at  once  entered  his  Master’s 
presence,  to  give  an  account  of  his  stewardship. 
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And  thus  we  see  with  what  peculiar  emphasis  the 
words  of  the  text  apply  to  the  death  of  our  dear 
friend,  u  Blessed  is  that  servant,  whom  his  Lord, 
when  he  cometh,  shall  find  so  doing.”  And  very 
beautiful  is  the  practical  illustration  which  his 
devoted  life  affords  of  the  second  division  of  our 
subject,  the  development  of  true  Christian  character. 

Before  leaving  this  division  of  our  subject  I  ought 
to  touch  upon  the  position  which  our  dear  friend 
occupied  in  his  professional  life,  and  the  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  members  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Bar.  But  instead  of  any  words  of  mine  on 
this  point,  let  me  refer  you  to  the  Resolutions  passed 
at  a  meeting  of  legal  gentlemen  of  this  city,  held 
the  other  day,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  expression 
to  their  feelings,  in  view  of  the  loss  sustained  by 
their  profession  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Lex. 

[These  resolutions  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix, 
page  32.] 

It  only  remains  for  us  to  notice ,  in  the  third  place , 
ivhat  our  Saviour  says  of  the  reward  of  the  true  Chris¬ 
tian.  This  is  all  wrapped  up  in  the  one  word, 
“Blessed.”  “  Blessed  is  that  servant.”  This  word 
“  blessed,”  as  here  used,  is  very  comprehensive.  It 
stands  before  us  like  a  fountain  exhaustless  in  its 
resources.  Streams  arc  bursting  from  it  on  every 
hand,  which  shall  flow  on  dispensing  good  forever. 
Let  us  trace  out  some  of  these  streams,  and  in  so 
doing  we  shall  get  an  idea  of  the  elements  of  blessed- 
ness  that  emanate  from  the  life  of  a  faithful  servant 
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of  Christ,  such  as  the  dear  friend  was  whose  death 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  mourn. 

Well  then,  in  the  direct  influence  'which  lie  exerts 
for  good,  the  faithful  Christian  is  blessed. 

How  interesting  it  would  be  if  we  could  have 
before  us  a  list  of  the  number  and  the  names  of  all 
the  young  men  who  have  been  members  of  'our 
departed  friend’s  different  Bible  Classes,  during  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century,  in  which  he  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  good  work !  A  friend  who  has  looked 
carefully  over  this  matter  estimates  that  there  are 
not  less  than  two  thousand'  young  men,  now  in 
Philadelphia,  who  have  been  under  Mr.  Lex’s  in¬ 
struction.  And  if  we  could  find  out  how  many  of 
them  have  become  Christians  through  God’s  blessing 
on  his  labors,  and  then  if  we  could  trace  out  the 
course  of  those  who,  after  becoming  Christians,  had 
given  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  or 
who  had  consecrated  their  energies  to  active  useful¬ 
ness  in  other  walks  of  life,  how  much  that  interest 
would  be  increased !  And  then,  outside  of  his 
Bible  Classes,  if  we  could  have  distinctly  set  before 
us  all  the  good  that  has  been  done  through  the 
direct  agency  of  his  influence  in  other  ways,  how 
impressive  the  review  would  be  !  When  we  came 
to  see  the  good  that  had  been  accomplished  by  his 
public  addresses,  by  his  affectionate  private  counsels 
and  exhortations,  by  his  kind  and  friendly  letters, 
and  by  the  silent,  but  mighty  power  he  was  putting 
forth  all  the  time  in  his  bright  and  beautiful  exam¬ 
ple  of  Christian  consistency,  we  should  feel  how 
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truly  it  might  be  said  of  him,  in  view  of  the  direct 
influence  lie  was  all  the  time  exerting  for  good, 
“  blessed  is  that  servant.” 

We  see  another  element  of  this  blessedness ,  when  ice 
thinJc  of  the  transmitted  influence  that  must  flow  out 
from  such  a  man’s  life. 

There  is  nothing  connected  with  our  position  in 
life  more  solemn  than  the  thought  of  the  influence 
that  must  go  out  from  it,  for  good  or  for  evil,  on  those 
who  come  after  us,  and  on  multitudes  that  we  have 
never  known.  A  distinguished  writer  says,  “  It  is 
as  if  each  man  had  his  foot  upon  the  point  where 
ten  thousand  telegraphic  wires  meet  from  every  part 
of  the  universe,  and  he  were  able  with  each  volition 
to  send  abroad  an  influence  along  these  wires,  so  as 
to  reach  every  created  being  by  a  golden  chain;  and 
every  pulsation  of  our  heart,  or  movement  of  our 
mind,  modified  the  pulsation  of  every  other  heart,  and 
the  movement  of  every  other  intellect.  ” 

With  the  Christian  life  of  our  departed  friend,  this 
influence  has  all  gone  forth  for  good.  That  life  of 
active  usefulness  has  fallen  in  the  midst  of  this 
community  like  the  stone  that  is  thrown  into  the 
bosom  of  a  tranquil  lake.  That  stone  disappears 
from  our  sight ;  but  see,  it  has  set  in  motion  a 
vast  series  of  concentric  circles.  Those  circles  go 
on  spreading  out  wider  and  wider  till  they  reach  the 
farthest  shores  of  the  lake.  “  Far  away  among  the 
Alleghanies  there  is  a  spring  so  small  that  a  child 
in  his  play  might  draw  out  all  the  water  it  contains. 
But  it  pursues  its  unobtrusive  way  among  the  hills 
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till  it  spreads  out  into  the  beautiful  Ohio  River. 
Then  it  stretches  away  a  thousand  miles,  leaving  on 
its  hanks  more  than  a  hundred  villages  and  cities, 
and  thousands  of  cultivated  and  smiling  farms; 
and  bearing  on  its  swelling  bosom,  hundreds  of 
steamboats,  teeming  with  life,  and  freighted  with 
costly  merchandise.  Then  it  joins  the  Mississippi, 
and  stretching  away  still,  some  twelve  hundred 
miles  or  more,  it  falls  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
It  is  one  of  the  great  tributaries  of  the  ocean,  which, 
obedient  only  unto  God,  shall  roll  and  roar  to  the 
end  of  time.  And  such  is  the  transmitted  influence 
of  a  Christian’s  life.  It  is  a  rill — a  river — an  ocean, 
boundless  and  fathomless  as  eternity.” 

The  life  of  usefulness  we  are  now  considering  has 
set  in  motion  an  influence  like  this.  The  full  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  word — blessed — as  applied  to  sudi  an  in¬ 
fluence,  will  not  be  known  till  the  great  day  of  rev¬ 
elation.  And  only  when  we  come  to  see  the  good 
that  has  gone  on  accumulating  from  such  a  life,  from 
age  to  age,  till  time  shall  end,  shall  we  be  able  to  take 
the  measure  of  our  Saviour’s  words  when  lie  said — 
“  Blessed  is  that  servant,” 

We  see  a  third  element  of  the  blessedness  here  spolcen 
of  in  the  influence  of  the  pleasant  memories ,  all  lead¬ 
ing  to  good  which  the  true  Christian  leaves  he! and. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  a  distinguished  eastern 
traveler  once  say,  that  when  he  reached  the  point  in 
the  mountains  of  Lebanon  from  which  he  caught  his 
first  view  of  the  city  of  Damascus,  such  was  the  effect 
produced  upon  him  by  that  matchless  scene  of  quiet 
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beauty,  that  lie  was  accustomed  in  after  life,  when 
chafed  and  fretted  by  its  carking  cases,  to  recall  to 
mind  the  picture  of  it,  as  it  hung  in  memory’s  chamber, 
in  order  to  calm  the  perturbation  of  his  spirit  by  its 
tranquilizing  influence. 

Any  place  or  person  may  be  called  blessed,  that 
can  exert  such  an  influence  on  the  minds  of  men. 
But  this  is  just  the  influence  which  a  bright,  cheerful, 
true  hearted  Christian,  like  our  departed  friend,  leaves 
behind  him.  We  can  feel  the  influence  of  this  bless¬ 
edness  in  the  memories  that  linger  in  our  minds, 
both  as  to  the  character  and  the  work  of  such  men. 

Who  ever  spent  an  hour  in  the  presence  of  Charles 
E.  Lex,  and  did  not  feel  in  some  way  the  better  for 
it  1  And  when  we  recall  to  memory  the  pleasant 
tones  of  his  ringing  voice,  his  manly  bearing,  his  good 
practical  common  sense,  his  ready  cordial  sympathy, 
his  transparent  honesty,  his  stern  integrity  and  high- 
toned  principle,  his  clear  settled  views  of  truth  and 
duty,  his  uniform  sunshiny  cheerfulness,  his  calm 
spirit  of  unfaltering  confidence  and  trust  in  God, 
and  the  unmistakable  impression  left  by  every  inter¬ 
view  with  him  of  the  real  sterling  character  of  his 
religion,  we  see  what  an  influence  for  good  the 
true  Christian  leaves  behind  him  in  the  sweet  recol¬ 
lections  that  his  friends  will  cherish  of  his  personal 
character. 

But  even  if  these  personal  recollections  could 
perish,  the  blessedness  of  the  Christian’s  life  will 
remain  a  living  power  still ;  because  connected  with 
the  truths  which  he  uttered,  that  can  never  die,  and 
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the  good  which  he  did,  that  can  never  pass  away. 
How  beautifully  Bonar  embodies  this  thought  when 

he  says: 


“Not  myself,  but  the  truth  that  in  life  I  have  spoken, 
Not  myself,  but  the  seed  that  in  life  I  have  sown, 

Shall  pass  on  to  ages — all  about  me  forgotten 

Save  the  truths  I  have  spoken,  the  things  I  have  done. 

“  So  let  my  living  be,  so  be  my  dying  ; 

So  let  my  name  lie  unblazoned,  unknown  ; 

Unpraised  and  unmissed,  I  shall  still  be  remembered, 
Yes  ;  but  remembered  by  what  I  have  done.” 


In  the  connection  of  the  Christian’s  life  with  the  glory 
of  God ,  we  see  another  element  of  the  blessedness  here 
associated  with  him. 

God  says  of  His  redeemed,  “  This  people  have  I 
formed  for  Myself,  they  shall  show  forth  My  praise.” 
Paul  says  of  Christ’s  followers,  that  they  are  designed 
to  be  “  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace.” 
When  Jesus  shall  come  again  into  our  world,  it  will 
be  that  “  He  may  be  glorified  in  His  saints.”  We 
may  not  He  able  to  tell  just  how  this  result  is  to  be 
brought  about,  but  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  as  to 
the  fact.  Every  spiritual  grace  developed  in  the 
soul  of  a  Christian,  and  every  service  rendered  in  his 
life,  will  be  found  to  render  its  tribute  of  praise  and 
glory  to  God. 

The  natural  world  abounds  in  illustrations  here. 
Take  one  of  these.  We  walk  out  into  a  garden  early 
on  a  summer  morning ;  the  dew  has  fallen  heavily 
through  the  night;  every  bush  and  plant,  every  leaf 
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and  flower  is  spangled  with  its  crystal  drops.  Just 
look  at  one  of  those  liquid  diamonds  as  the  sun’s 
rays  fall  upon  it.  See  the  colors  that  play  around  it, 
the  miniature  rainbows  that  are  forming  and  flashing 
there.  And  what  is  that  dew-drop  doing  ?  It  is 
showing  the  nature  of  light  and  reflecting  its  beauty. 
In  this  way  it  is  glorifying  the  sun  ;  and  thus  every 
glittering  dew-drop  illustrates  and  enforces  this  point 
of  our  subject.  And  in  some  such  way  will  the 
souls  of  the  ransomed  and  the  works  of  faith  and 
labors  of  love  performed  by  them  reflect  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  so  promote  the  glory  of  God.  And  thus 
every  true  Christian  may  appropriate  to  himself  the 
language  of  the  Russian  poet,  and  say  with  adoring- 
gratitude,  as  he  looks  up  to  his  God  and  Saviour, 


“  Lord  in  my  spirit  shall  thy  glory  shine, 

As  shine  the  sunbeams  in  a  drop  of  dew.” 


The  only  other  dement  of  the  blessedness  pronounced 
over  the  true  Christian  is  seen  in  the  influence  ivhich 
his  life’s  labors  will  exert  in  augmenting  the  joy  and 
glory  of  his  portion  in  eternity. 

Infinite  variety  will  mark  the  rewards  of  the 
righteous  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  “  One  star 
differeth  from  another  star  in  glory.”  And  the 
principle  which  is  to  regulate  and  control  this  differ¬ 
ence,  is  simply  the  degree  of  faithfulness,  the  meas¬ 
ure  of  consecration  which  has  marked  the  service 
rendered  by  each  follower  of  Christ.  The  apostle 


24 


THE  BLESSED  SERVANT. 


lias  embodied  the  whole  truth  on  this  point,  in  a 
single  verse  when  he  says  that  “  every  man  shall 
receive  his  own  reward  according  to  his  own  labor.” 
Bishop  Mant  thus  sets  forth  the  truth  on  this 
subject.  : 


“If  loftier  posts  superior  state  declare  ; 

More  virtuous  acts,  if  ampler,  needs  requite  ; 

If  brightest  crowns  on  noblest  prowess  light, 

And  well  sown  fields  a  fuller  harvest  bear  ; 

If  thrones,  dominions,  princedoms,  powers  there  are, 
Which  God’s  inferior  hosts  excel  in  might, 

If  day’s  bright  orb  outshines  the  lamp  of  night, 

And  Hesper’s  radiance  the  remotest  star  ; 

Then  shall  the  younger  brethren  of  the  sky, 

If  right  I  scan  the  records  of  their  fate, 

In  varied  ranks  of  social  harmony 
God’s  mount  encircle.  Glorious  is  the  state 
E’en  of  the  lowest  there  ;  but  seats  more  nigh 
The  Sovereign’s  throne,  His  greater  servants  wait.” 


It  is  the  Sovereign  grace  of  God  alone  which  brings 
any  soul  within  the  gates  of  heaven;  but  when  ad¬ 
mitted  there,  the  position  for  each  to  occupy  will  be 
determined  by  the  degree  of  his  personal  faithfulness 
in  serving  God.  It  is  the  Sovereign  grace  of  God 
alone  which  furnishes  the  gold  out  of  which  the 
crowns  of  life  given  to  the  ransomed  will  be  wrought, 
but  then  the  tracery  which  each  crown  shall  bear,  and 
the  amount  and  character  of  the  gems  and  jewels  that 
shall  enrich  and  adorn  it,  will  be  decided  by  the  de¬ 
gree  of  faithfulness  in  this  life,  which  marked  the 
service  of  him  who  is  to  wear  it.  But  when  any  ser¬ 
vant  of  Christ  comes  fairly  up  to  the  standard  of 
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Christian  duty,  as  set  before  us  by  our  Saviour  in  the 
text,  and  as  illustrated  in  the  life  of  our  departed 
friend,  then,  in  a  way  that  “eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  hath  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man  to  conceive,”  it  will  be  seen  how  blessed  that 
servant  shall  be  when  his  Lord  comes  ! 

I  close  with  two  or  three  thoughts  suggested  by 
this  subject. 

1 Tow  thankful  ice  should  he  for  the  life  and  labors 
of  such  a  man  as  the  dear  friend  whose  loss  ice  now 
mourn ! 

It  is  simply  impossible  to  form  any  proper  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  good  accomplished  in  a  community 
by  the  labor,  the  prayers,  and  the  example  of  such  an 
earnest,  and  consistent  servant  of  God.  In  the 
influences  they  are  putting  forth  in  various  ways,  to 
strengthen  the  weak,  and  encourage  the  timid,  and 
comfort  the  sorrowing,  and  guide  the  doubtful,  and 
confirm  the  wavering,  and  counsel  the  perplexed, 
and  reclaim  the  wandering,  and  to  turn  the  wicked 
from  the  error  of  their  ways,  such  men  are  scatter¬ 
ing  blessings  around  them,  for  which  no  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  could  form  an  equivalent.  They  are 
a  bulwark  and  a  blessing  to  all  about  them.  We 
may  well  thank  God  for  their  influence,  while  they 
are  permitted  to  remain  among  us.  And  when  they 
are  taken  away,  as  expressive  of  our  sense  of  irrepar¬ 
able  loss,  we  may  each  take  up  the  lamentation  of  the 
prophet,  when  his  master  was  removed  by  transla¬ 
tion,  and  say,  “  My  father,  my  father  !  the  chariot  of 
Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof!  ” 
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To  the  members  of  our  clear  friend's  Bible  Class,  I 
would  say,  with  affectionate  earnestness,  “  remem¬ 
ber  the  words  that  he  spake  unto  you  while  he  was 
yet  with  you.”  His  closing  words,  on  the  last  occa¬ 
sion  of  meeting  with  you,  as  I  learn  from  one  who 
was  present,  were  singularly  appropriate.  If  he  had 
known  that  he  was  to  meet  you  no  more  on  earth,  he 
could  have  left  with  you  no  better  parting  testimony. 
They  were  words  of  solemn  and  affectionate  earnest¬ 
ness,  in  urging  those  not  Christians  among  you,  to 
seek  at  once  a  personal  interest  in  Jesus.  His  voice 
of  earnest,  loving  entreaty,  you  will  hear  again  no 
more  on  earth.  But,  oh  !  do  not  neglect  that  part¬ 
ing  message  from  your  dear  teacher.  No  tidings  from 
this  world  that  can  reach  him  in  the  glorious  home 
to  which  he  has  gone,  will  give  him  such  deep  joy  as 
to  hear  that  one  and  another  of  the  class  he  loved  so 
much,  have  given  themselves  to  the  service  of  Jesus. 
Let  not  his  teachings  and  example  be  in  vain  for  you. 
Take  the  stand  for  Jesus  which  he  took  so  long  ago. 
Emulate  his  life  of  earnest  usefulness.  Aim  to 
reproduce  that  life  in  yours  ;  and  resolve  by  the  grace 
of  God  that  you  will  meet  your  teacher  in  heaven. 

This  solemn  Providence  should  speak  with  awaken- 
ing  energy  to  all  the  members  of  our  churches. 

If  the  spirit  of  earnest  devotion  which  ran  through 
the  life  of  our  departed  friend  were  possessed  by  all 
who  bear  the  Christian  name,  what  a  living  power, 
what  a  mighty  influence  for  good,  the  church  of  Christ 
would  be  exercising  in  this  community  !  And  why 
should  it  not  be  so  X  What  obligation  was  binding 
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Charles  E.  Lex  to  untiring  devotion  to  the  service  of 
Christ,  which  does  not  rest  with  equal  force  on  you 
and  me  1  What  had  Jesus  done  for  him  which  He 
has  not  done  for  us  ?  Was  the  blood  by  which  lie 
was  redeemed  more  precious  than  that  which  was 
shed  for  us  ?  Is  the  heaven  to  which  he  has  gone 
brighter  or  more  blessed  than  that  which  we  hope 
to  enter  ]  Then  why  should  ive  not  be  animated  by 
the  same  unflagging  zeal,  and  be  putting  forth 
efforts  for  the  good  of  those  around  us,  of  the  same 
patient,  laborious  and  self-denying  character  as 
marked  the  life  of  our  departed  friend  ?  I  pray  that 
God  may  bless  his  death  to  the  enkindling  of  such 
a  spirit  among  the  members  of  this  church  and  of 
other  churches.  And  I  trust  that  this  will  be  the 
case.  Only  last  night  I  received  a  letter  from  a 
beloved  young  brother,  connected  with  this  church, 
which  strengthens  me  in  this  hope.  He  says  :  “  I  feel 
that  my  Sunday  School  work  is  but  a  small  portion  of 
what  I  should  be  doing.  I  should  he  casting  around 
me  for  other  opportunities.  The  death  of  Mr.  Lex 
has  brought  home  to  me  the  truth  that  the  true  end 
of  life  is  not  answered  by  seeking  to  advance  one’s 
ambitious  desires  for  wealth  and  power,  but  by 
serving  God,  and  striving  to  lead  those  around  us  to 
Him.  You  must  not  understand  me  as  wishing 
to  burden  you  with  the  responsibility  of  finding  work 
for  me,  but  merely  that  I  4  report  for  orders ,’  subject 
to  your  call.” 

God  bless  this  dear  brother  and  give  him  grace  to 
bring  these  good  desires  to  good  effect !  This  is 
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answering  God’s  call  in  the  way  that  He  would  have 
it  answered.  May  others  on  every  hand  hear  it  and 
answer  it  in  the  same  ready  earnest  way  !  Thus 
may  we  all  be  baptized  for  the  dead !  May  a  double 
portion  of  the  spirit  of  earnest  consecration  which 
marked  the  life  of  our  dear  friend,  rest  on  all  our 
members !  And  then,  like  Samson,  he  will  have 
accomplished  more  for  the  glory  of  God’s  name  and 
the  good  of  his  cause,  by  his  death,  than  he  did 
even  by  the  abounding  labors  of  his  life. 

To  him  how  well  may  we  apply  Montgomery’s 
sweet  lines  and  say  : 

“Servant  of  God  !  Well  done, 

Cease  from  thy  loved  employ  ; 

And  while  eternal  ages  run, 

Rest  in  thy  Master’s  joy.” 

'l  liere  is  just  one  other  thought  that  I  would  press  on 
the  attention  of  every  young  man  who  hears  me.  It  is 
this,  that  the  most  useful  men  in  any  community , 
the  men  who  are  most  cordially  loved  and  highly 
honored — and  the  men  who  ought  to  he  the  most 
earnestly  imitated ,  are  not  those  who  have  the  most 
brilliant  talents ,  and  the  most  dazzling  endowments  ; 
hut  the  men  of  moderate  abilities ,  who  give  them¬ 
selves  with  a  single  eye  and  aim  to  the  service  of  God , 
and  the  good  of  their  fellow  creatures.  The  most 
important  thing  about  every  man  is,  not  the  amount 
of  capacity  that  he  possesses,  but  the  use  he  makes  of 
what  he  has.  In  the  castle  of  Heidelberg  is  a  mam¬ 
moth  vat,  known  as  the  great  tun  of  Heidelberg.  It 
is  capable  of  containing  eight  hundred  hogsheads  of 
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wine.  But  what  avails  its  boasted  capacity  when  for 
a  hundred  years  past  it  has  been  useless  \  There  it 
has  stood,  vast  indeed  in  its  capacity — much  visited, 
and  wondered  at — but  hollow,  and  sounding  empty, 
and  void,  and  waste ;  vintages  come  and  go,  only  to 
find  it  perishing  of  dry  rot.  Why  the  homeliest 
wooden  bucket  in  Heidelberg,  that  goes  daily  to  the 
fountain  and  carries  the  pure  and  sparkling  water  to 
minister  to  the  comfort  of  some  humble  family,  is 
worthy  of  a  thousand  times  more  honor  than  this  use¬ 
less  prodigy,  capable  of  so  much,  and  yet  available  for 
nothing.  And  how  many  men  of  genius  there  are, 
Avho  are  admired  and  wondered  at  for  their  capacity, 
but  who  for  practical  usefulness,  for  any  real  good  they 
do  to  those  about  them,  are  no  better  than  that  huge, 
but  empty  tun  of  Heidelberg.  Then  let  your  am¬ 
bition  be  not  for  talents  or  capacity,  but  for  usefulness. 
Be  satisfied  with  the  talents  God  has  given  you,  and 
let  your  only  concern  be  to  employ  them  properly. 
Consecrate  your  energies  to  the  cause  of  Jesus  and 
the  best  interests  of  those  about  you,  as  he  did  whose 
life  and  character  we  have  been  considering.  To  fill 
a  position  such  as  he  filled,  to  exert  an  influence  for 
good,  such  as  he  exerted,  to  win  a  place  in  the  love 
and  the  confidence,  the  respect  and  reverence  of  a 
whole  community,  such  as  he  had  won,  is  ever  more 
to  be  coveted  than  any  that  the  man  of  most  splen¬ 
did  genius  can  ever  attain,  who  makes  gain  his  God, 
or  gives  himself  up  to  the  pursuits  of  selfish  ambition. 
There  is  no  nobler  character  for  any  man  to  possess, 
than  that  described  in  the  text — a  servant  of  Jesus 
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Christ,  who  consecrates  every  energy  to  His  cause . 
And  there  is  no  richer,  more  satisfying,  or  enduring 
reward  to  be  received,  as  the  result  of  life’s  labors, 
than  that  to  which  Jesus  refers,  when  he  says, 
“  Blessed  is  that  servant.”  May  God  give  us  all 
grace  to  develop  this  character,  and  to  secure  this 
reward,  for  Jesus’  sake,  Amen. 


APPENDIX. 


IN  order  to  show  the  deep  sorrow  entertained  by  the  different 
bodies  with  which  our  dear  friend  was  connected,  for  the  great 
loss  sustained  by  his  removal,  we  collect  together  here  the  reso¬ 
lutions  passed  by  these  various  associations  on  hearing  of  his  death. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  VESTRY  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF 
THE  EPIPHANY. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Epiph¬ 
any,  held  May  17,  1872,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  the  deepest  sorrow  of  the  sud¬ 
den  and  unexpected  death  of  our  beloved  friend  and  late  fellow - 
member,  Charles  E.  Lex. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  desire  to  bow  in  unmurmuring  submission 
to  this  mysterious  manifestation  of  God’s  inscrutable  Providence,  we 
are  profoundly  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  the  unspeakable  loss  sus¬ 
tained  by  this  Vestry  and  Church  as  well  as  by  our  whole  community 
in  the  death  of  Mr.  Lex. 

Resolved,  That  we  shall  ever  cherish  the  liveliest  recollections  of 
our  departed  friend,  in  his  promptitude  as  a  man  of  business,  in  his 
ability  as  a  lawyer,  as  well  as  in  the  high  sense  of  honor  and  integ¬ 
rity  which  marked  all  his  dealings ;  in  the  uniform  courtesy  and  con¬ 
sistent  cheerfulness  which  characterized  him  as  a  Christian,  and 
especially  in  his  remarkable  ability  for  usefulness  and  his  unfailing 
readiness  to  engage  in  every  good  word  and  work. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his  bereaved  and  sorrowful  family 
our  heartiest  sympathy  in  their  affliction  and  the  assurance  of  our 
earnest  prayers  that  God’s  sustaining  grace  and  presence  may  be 
vouchsafed  to  them  under  the  irreparable  loss  that  they  have  sustained. 
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RESOLUTIONS  OE  THE  CONVENTION  OF  TIIE  DIOCESE 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  May  16,  1872. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Goodwin,  seconded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Newton  ; 

Whereas,  this  Convention  has  just  heard  of  the  sudden  demise  of 
Charles  E.  Lex,  Esq.,  one  of  its  prominent  lay  members,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  Christian  character  of  Mr.  Lex,  and  in  his 
noble  work  for  Christ,  we  recognize  an  admirable  example  for  our¬ 
selves,  while  in  his  cheerful  trust  in  the  Redeemer,  we  have  seen  the 
evidence  of  his  preparation  for  his  departure. 

We  desire  to  place  on  record  this  expression  of  our  high  estimate 
of  his  personal  qualities,  as  well  as  of  the  value  of  his  services  to  the 
church,  particularly  as  a  member  of  this  Convention,  and  for  several 
years  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese. 

With  the  expression  of  our  own  profound  grief  and  sorrow,  we 
hereby  tender  to  his  family  and  friends  the  assurance  of  our  most 
heartfelt  sympathy  ;  and  will  join  in  humble  prayers  to  Almighty  God 
that  He  will  gi  ant  to  them  His  heavenly  support  and  consolation. 

Resolved,  On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Matlack,  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  present  these  resolutions  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Lex. 

The  Bishop  appointed  Rev.  D.  R.  Goodwin,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Richard 
Newton,  D.  I).,  Rev.  Mr.  Matlack,  J.  Russell  Thayer,  Isaac  Hazle- 
liurst,  R.  It.  Montgomery. 

From  the  minutes, 

JOHN  A.  CHILDS. 

Secretary. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  BAR. 

At  a  meeting  of  members  of  the  Bar,  in  which  several  gentlemen 
expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  deceased  fellow-member  of  their 
profession,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  upon  presenta¬ 
tion  by  Air.  G.  W.  Biddle  : 

It  having  pleased  an  All- Wise  Providence,  to  summon  from  earth 
our  late  fellow-member,  Charles  E.  Lex,  we,  the  members  of  the  Bar 
of  Philadelphia,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  giving  expression  to  our 
feelings  on  this  sad  event,  and  of  tendering  a  sincere  and  merited 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  departed  friend  and  brother,  do  resolve — 

I.  That  by  the  sudden  decease  of  Mr.  Lex,  we  are  impressed  with 
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feelings  of  profound  sorrow  for  the  great  loss  sustained  by  this  Bar  ; 
his  high  and  well-earned  reputation  in  his  profession  and  his  exem¬ 
plary  life  give  his  name  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  list  of  departed 
worthies  who  have  secured  to  our  Bar  whatever  of  fair  fame  it  may 
have  attained. 

II.  That  to  his  professional  brethren,  as  well  as  to  the  entire 
community  in  which  he  lived,  Mr.  Lex  had  endeared  himself  hy  his 
kindly,  warm-hearted  and  affectionate  nature,  whose  outflow  suffered 
no  check  from  the  absorbing  demands  of  an  eminently  active  and 
useful  professional  career. 

III.  That  in  the  life  of  our  departed  friend  and  brother  there  was 
manifested  a  remarkable  combination  of  the  works  of  the  learned, 
upright,  and  assiduous  lawyer,  who  followed  his  profession  with  a 
conscientious  desire  to  make  himself  a  minister  in  the  cause  of  jus¬ 
tice  and  right  ;  of  the  public  spirited  citizen  who  gave  zealous  and 
efficient  aid  in  every  work  of  benevolence  and  humanity ;  and  of 
the  humble  follower  of  Christ  who  adorned  his  profession  of  faith  in 
liis  Divine  Master  by  a  consistent  walk  and  conversation. 

IV.  That  we  tender  our  profound  and  heartfelt  sympathy  in 
their  bereavement  to  the  afflicted  family  of  our  departed  friend, 
whose  outward  life  gave  the  strongest  assurance  that  lie  wisely  and 
well  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a  loving  ruler  of  his  own  household  ;  and 
we  humbly  trust  that  in  the  midst  of  their  grief  they  may  find 
consolation  in  the  conviction  that  what  to  them  is  great  loss  is  to  him 
great  gain. 


V.  That  we  will  attend  the  funeral  in  a  body,  and  that  a 
committee  of  the  Bar  be  appointed  to  communicate  these  resolutions 
to  his  family. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

University  of  Pennsylvania ,  Jane  5,  1872. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Lex. 

Dear  Madam. — It  is  my  melancholy  duty  to  convey  to  you  the 
following  resolutions,  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  yesterday: 

Resolved ,  that  the  Trustees  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
have  heard  with  great  regret  of  the  decease  of  their  late  colleague, 
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Charles  E.  Lex,  Esq.,  and  record  their  sense  of  the  loss  which  they 
have  thus  experienced  in  common  with  the  Bar  of  Philadelphia,  the 
numerous  benevolent  and  religious  associations  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  the  community  at  large,  of  which  he  was  an  honored  and  valued 
member. 

Resolved,  that  they  desire  specially  to  recognize  the  eminent 
purity  which  characterized  the  life  of  their  lamented  associate,  and 
the  earnestness  and  zeal  with  which  he  cooperated  in  all  efforts  for 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow  men. 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family  of 
Mr.  Lex,  and  that  they  be  published. 

Very  Respectfully, 

CADWALADER  BIDDLE, 

Secretary. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  YOUNG  MEN’S  BIBLE  CLASS  OF 
THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  EPIPHANY. 


Philadelphia,  May  17th,  1872. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Young  Men’s  Bible  Class  of 
the  Church  of  the  Epiphany,  held  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Charles  B. 
Redner,  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  All-Wise  Father  to  remove  from  us 
our  beloved  friend  and  teacher,  Charles  E.  Lex,  Esq.,  therefore  he  it 


Resolved,  That  in  his  death,  the  community  has  lost  a  useful  citi¬ 
zen,  the  Church  a  valued  member,  his  profession  one  of  its  brightest 
ornaments,  and  we  his  late  pupils,  a  beloved  friend  and  instructor. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  fully  realize  our  great  loss,  we  still  recog¬ 
nize  the  fact  that  our  loss  is  his  infiftite  gain,  and  that,  though  absent 
from  us,  he  has  left  a  bright  example  in  his  pure,  gentle  and  Christian 
character. 


Resolved,  That  the  Class  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body. 

t 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  he  transmitted  to  the 
family,  and  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

DAVID  E.  WILLIAMS, 


Chairman • 

WM.  RUDOLPH  SMITH, 

Secretary. 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  LINCOLN  INSTITUTION. 

IiY  'I  HE  HO  All  D  OF  COPS  OIL. 

Whereas ,  tlie  members  of  the  Board  of  Council  of  the  Lincoln 
Institution  have  heard  with  the  most  sincere  regret,  of  the  sudden 
death  of  Charles  E.  Lex,  Esq.,  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  ;  and 

Whereas,  they  are  desirous  of  hearing  testimony  to  the  many 
virtues  of  Mr.  Lex,  who,  as  one  of  the  original  founders  and  most 
constant  friends  of  this  Institution,  has  been  so  intimately  identified 
with  its  history.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  that  in  all  our  associations  with  Mr.  Lex  we  recognize 
in  him  the  Christian  citizen,  animated  in  all  his  deeds  by  a  pure 
piety,  broad  charity  and  an  unostentatious  exercise  of  every  Christian 
virtue. 

Resolved ,  that  by  means  of  a  life  of  unvarying  kindness  to  the 
young  men  and  youth  of  our  city,  he  has  exerted  an  influence  among 
them,  the  beneficial  effects  of  which  can  only  be  known  in  eternity, 
and  we  desire  to  record  our  earnest  appreciation  of  his  efforts  and 
our  recognition  of  his  career  as  that  of  a  practical  Christian,  worthy 
of  our  emulation. 

Resolved ,  that  in  his  connection  with  this  Institution  we  have 
ever  found  him  a  most  valued  officer,  faithful  and  devoted  to  its  in¬ 
terests,  zealous  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  its  inmates,  and  con¬ 
stantly  exercising  an  influence  for  good. 

Resolved  that  as  a  mark  of  respect,  the  meeting  room  of  this 
Board  be  draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days,  and  the  members 
attend  his  funeral  in  a  body. 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased,  to  whom  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy, 
and  that  they  be  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

BY  THE  BO  MID  OF  MA  X  AGE  US. 

W  hereas,  the  Board  of  Managers  have  received  from  the  Board 
of  Council  information  of  the  death  of  Chas.  E.  Lex,  Esq.,  the  Vice- 
President  of  that  Board  ;  and 

Whereas,  this  Board  is  desirous  of  recording  its  warm  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Lex  as  a  councillor  of  this  Institution  ;  therefore, 
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Resolved,  that  the  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Council  meet  with 
unanimous  concurrence. 

Resolved,  that  this  Board  desire  to  hear  testimony  to  the  uniform 
support  courteously  and  promptly  extended  to  them  whenever  sought 
for  by  the  late  Vice-President,  which  has  stimulated  and  strength¬ 
ened  them  in  the  early  and  struggling  days  of  this  Institution,  and 
which  makes  them  desire  to  recognize  the  fact  that  their  present 
prosperous  condition  is  in  a  great  degree  justly  due  to  him. 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Council,  with  the  request  that  they  be  transmitted  with  their  own 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  CITY  NATIONAL  BANK. 

Philadelphia,  May  \  llh,  1872. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  meeting  of  Board  of  Directors. 

“  Whereas,  Our  President  having  announced  to  this  Board,  the 
sudden  death  of  our  esteemed  and  honored  colleague,  Charles  E. 
Lex,  Esq.,  on  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  by  his  death,  not  only  has  this  Bank  suffered  the 
great  loss  of  a  wise  councillor  and  director,  a  cultivated,  genial  and 
true  friend  ;  but  the  City  of  Philadelphia  has  lost  one  of  its  best  and 
purest  citizens,  a  distinguished  ornament  of  the  bar,  a  man  of  the 
highest  integrity,  and  a  sincere  and  earnest  Christian. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  deeply  sympathize  with  his  bereaved 
family,  in  their  severe  affliction,  and  will  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  be  sent  to  his  family, 
attested  by  the  President  and  Cashier  of  this  Bank.” 

Attest, 

G.  ALBERT  LEWIS,  THOMAS  POTTER, 

Cashier.  President. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION. 


Whereas,  God  in  His  Providence  has  removed  from  our  midst  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Lex,  who  from  its  beginning,  ever  manifested  a  warm  in¬ 
terest  in  the  prosperity  of  our  Association,  and  who  as  our  Solicitor 
rendered,  gratuitously,  invaluable  assistance,  therefore 
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Resolved,  I.  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Lex,  the  Women’s  Christian 
Association  of  Philadelphia  has  lost  a  firm  friend  and  wise  councillor, 
whose  many  acts  of  kindness  and  valuable  services  we  take  a  sad 
pleasure  in  recording. 

II.  That  we  tender  our  sincere  and  earnest  sympathies  to  the 
bereaved  family  and  relatives,  praying  that  He  who  has  promised  to 
he  a  “  Husband  to  the  widow,  and  a  Father  to  the  fatherless,”  and 
who  once  wept  with  sorrowing  sisters  at  the  grave  of  a  brother,  may 
now  comfort  them  in  their  hour  of  affliction. 

III.  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  furnished  to  the  family. 

CATHARINE  M.  SHIPLEY, 

Secretary. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  GERMAN  SOCIETY. 

At  a  special  meeting,  the  following  Resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Having  received  the  sorrowful  intelligence  that  Charles  E.  Lex, 
Esq.,  to-day  departed  this  life,  and 

Whereas,  We  mourn  in  him  the  loss  of  an  esteemed  friend  and  a 
most  worthy  member  of  our  Society,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  offer  our  warmest  sympathies  to  the  family, 
bereaved  by  death  of  a  beloved  husband,  father  and  brother  ; 

That  our  Society  has  lost  by  the  death  of  Charles  E.  Lex,  Esquire, 
a  member  warmly  interested  in  its  welfare,  and  one  who  as  long  as 
he  held  office  with  us,  honestly  performed  its  duties  ; 

That  these  Resolutions  be  sent  with  the  signatures  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Society,  to  the  family  of  the  departed  one,  and  that  these  Res¬ 
olutions  be  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

F.  EHRLICH, 

Secretary. 


